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1.

2.

Nepe than three years ago Prof. Friedrich Leutwein of the Freiderg

Aeademy proposed tothe East German government that Rast Germany start pro-
duction, on a technical scale, of germanium. The germanium was to be ob~
tained from the zinc ore waste dumps in the Freiberg and Magdeburg regions,
TWhile at that time the government approved the project, it failed to support
Leutwein's efforts by making available the necessary funds for the required
equipment. After some time Leutwein abandoned his efforts, Howeveg; he
succeeded in producing very small amo:nts of pure germanium on a laboratory
scale. With the increasing importance now attached in East Germany to

the germanium transistor program', Leutwein's project was taken up again

by the government and he was commissioned to make preparations for East
Germany's own germanium pdjduction, on a technical scale, starting early

in 1955. The necessary funds and equipment will be made available.

It is estimeted that the East German Zimec ore waste dwmps oomtein O.1%
of germanium dioxtde.
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